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Sandra Paikowsky presents a major Goodridge Roberts retrospective 


Art for the Canadian soul 


BY BARBARA BLACK 





ae Paikowsky is the curator of 
Wa touring exhibition that does 
Montreal proud. The art historian, 
professor and editor/publisher creat- 
ed Goodridge Roberts Revealed, the 
first major retrospective of the artist 
in 30 years. 

The exhibition opened January 31 
at the McMichael Canadian Art 
Collection, the Toronto-area gallery 
best known for its stunning Group 
of Seven collection, and will be there 
until June 14. 

From there, the exhibit will tour 
Fredericton, Quebec City, Montreal 
(the Museum of Fine Arts, spring 
1999) and London, Ont. The 
McMichael opening was accompa- 
nied by a three-page advertising 
feature in The Globe and Mail, thanks 
to the show’s sponsors, Investors 


Group of Winnipeg. 
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Goodridge Roberts’ richly 
coloured landscapes, portraits and 
still-lifes are familiar to Montreal 
art-lovers, though perhaps less 
known outside the city. Paikowsky 
said that while collections across 
Canada are filled with his later 
works, she considers his first 30 years 
“his classic period.” 

“His landscapes are not like those 
of the Group of Seven,” she said. 
“They're anonymous, not heroic, 
though he obviously loved the land. 
They represent his reactions to what 
he saw, to the changing light. He 
may have come from an era influ- 
enced by the Nature poets, but his 
paintings are not romanticized.” 

Roberts was a true cultural aristo- 
crat, born in 1904 into a Fredericton 
family of famous writers and poets 
which included Sir Charles G.D. 
Roberts and Bliss Carman. His par- 
ents were not well off, but they 


encouraged his artistic ambitions. 

He studied in New York, where 
he was influenced by some of the 
best art teachers of the 1920s, 
including John Sloan, of the so- 
called Ashcan School, and Max 
Weber, a friend of Picasso. As a 
result, Roberts evolved a style that 
combined American pragmatism 
with the international trend called 
“conservative modernism.” He set- 
tled permanently in Montreal in the 
early 1930s. 

Roberts’ work drew approving 
notice and sold quite well during his 
lifetime. In 1970, the National 
Gallery mounted a Roberts retro- 
spective, an unusual honour for a 
living artist. He died in 1974. 

Paikowsky read Roberts’ corre- 
spondence and talked to his family 
and friends to write a substantial 
essay for the show's sumptuous cata- 


See Art, p. 10 
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Software engineering program ready to go 


BY STEPHANIE WHITTAKER 


D= Nabil Esmail uses the 
metaphor of cats and dogs to 
describe the uneasy relationship of 
engineers and computer scientists in 
universities. “In many universities, 


these two groups fight like cats and 


dogs,” he said. 

But not at Concordia. In January 
1999, the University will admit the 
first group of applicants to a new 
program called “software engineer- 
ing.” The program will bring the 
dogs and cats in Electrical Engineer- 
ing and Computer Science closer 





together. 

“We're saying, ‘Why fight’? This 
will be a marriage of two different 
animals that usually bicker at other 
universities,” Esmail said. 

Take Memorial University of 
Newfoundland, for instance, where a 
recently created program called 
“software engineering” has resulted 
in litigation. The Canadian Council 
of Professional Engineers (CCPE), 
which accredits engineering pro- 
grams, is contesting in Federal Court 
the university's use of the term 
“engineering,” which it says is pro- 
tected by provincial acts governing 
the practice of engineering. 

Wendy Ryan-Bacon, director of 
education affairs at the Ottawa- 
based CCPE, said the organization 
is not alone in objecting to the name. 
“Even the Faculty of Engineering at 
Memorial objected,” she said. “It’s 
not an engineering program. These 
people will not be licensed engineers. 
They don’t meet our accreditation 
criteria.” 

The new program at Concordia 
will bring the two disciplines togeth- 
er, with the blessing and eventual 
accreditation of the CCPE. 

Ryan-Bacon said the term “soft- 
ware engineer” is acceptable if 
students in the program are trained 
as engineers. That’s why the 
Concordia program will be set up by 
the book, Esmail said. 


“At one end of the spectrum, you 
have the electrical engineers, who 
design hardware,” he said. “At the 
other end, you have computer scien- 
tists, who create software. But 
because of the complexity of the 
technology, we need people who 
have knowledge of both camps. 
These will be the computer engi- 
neers and the software engineers.” 

Currently, the Faculty of Engi- 
neering and Computer Science 
comprises four departments: 
Mechanical, Electrical and Comput- 
er Engineering, the School for 
Building, and the Department of 
Computer Science, which will be the 
home of the new software program. 

Esmail said that students will 
spend four years in the program 
rather than the standard three to give 
them time to incorporate a year of 
engineering studies. 

“The program will create another 
kind of specialist in the area of infor- 
mation technology,” he said. “The 
need for these specialists is so acute 
that it is said that Canada will need 
20,000 of these people in the next 
decade.” 

Esmail pointed to the fierce com- 
petition among high-tech companies 
for graduates with skills in informa- 
tion technology. “Last year, Boeing 
in Seattle raided Montreal for soft- 
ware specialists by offering them 

See Software, p. 10 


Filippo Salvatore stirs up 
memories of fascism 


BY BARBARA BLACK 


close-knit community in a peri- 

od of intense political ferment, 
with jealousies and recriminations 
simmering: What better setting for a 
book, a play, or a scholarly article? 

Professor Filippo Salvatore, who 
teaches Italian in the Department of 
Classics, Modern Languages and 
Linguistics, is fascinated by the first 
wave of Italian immigrants to Mon- 
treal and how they viewed charismatic 
dictator Benito Mussolini. In 1987, 
Salvatore interviewed a group of old- 
timers, some of them sworn enemies. 
The English-language version of 
these interviews has just been pub- 
lished, as Fascism and the Italians of 
Montreal: An Oral History, 1922-1945 
(Guernica Press). 

“Fascism was an evil beast,” Salva- 
tore said sombrely. But his book 
shows how easily it became synony- 
mous with national pride, or 
italianita. Italy in the 1920s and ‘30s 
was badly drifting, and anxious Ital- 
ians, including those in Canada, 
were glad to see a man of action at 
the helm. 

Dieni Gentile, a proud fascist to 
the end, told Salvatore that most 
Italian Montrealers were pro-fascist 
well into the war (which started, for 
the Italians, in 1940); more moder- 
ate contemporaries disagreed. 

Many, however, suggested that 
the wartime internment of about 200 
Italian Montrealers as “enemy aliens” 
came about because three people 
gave names to the RCMP. One per- 
son they named was Antonino 
Spada, a crusading anti-fascist jour- 
nalist. Spada vigourously denied that 
he was an informer in his interview, 
and denounced his enemies in vitri- 
olic language. 

For Salvatore, presenting these 
clashing opinions verbatim was the 
only way to approach the truth. He 
also wanted to show the context of 
this family quarrel, both anglophone 
and francophone, so he interviewed 
the novelist Hugh MacLennan and 
Senator Maurice Riel. 

MacLennan was a strong anti-fas- 
cist, but on the whole, Salvatore said, 





Interim enrolment report 
presented 


A report on the “identification stage” 
of the Enrolment Management Project 
(EMP) was presented April 20 to the 
Rector's Cabinet. 

The EMP was organized to address 
the way the University handles students 
from recruitment through to graduation. 

Through an approach now called the 
Quality Programs Initiative, teams have 
worked since October 16 to gather 
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English-Canadians 
were sanguine toward Mussolini 
until war was declared. What 
shocked him is the complacency 
with which even the liberal elite 
treated the internment of about 600 
hapless Italians from across Canada 
in camps at Petawawa and Frederic- 
ton. 

As Salvatore’s book makes clear, 
the round-up was a hit-and-miss 
affair. Gentile, the fascist, considered 
it his due, and talked about it dispas- 
sionately. But for lawyer Mario 
Lattoni, who was an anti-fascist and 
a fervent Canadian, the internship 
was an outrage, still rankling nearly 
50 years after it occurred. As another 
interviewee put it, “This alarmist 
perception [that Italian Canadians 
presented a security threat] was due 
to a flagrant lack of familiarity with 
the Italian community.” 

That speaker is an auxiliary bishop 
of Montreal, and his presence in the 
book raises another of Salvatore’s 
themes, the huge shadow cast by the 
Roman Catholic Church, who pre- 
ferred Marshal Petain to General de 
Gaulle, opposed wartime conscrip- 
tion into the Canadian Forces — 
and didn’t discourage local Italians 
from supporting Mussolini. 

In 1985, Salvatore wrote a play, 
La Fresque de Mussolini, based on the 
fact that a fresco was painted in a 


Montreal North church which 


In BRIEF... 


information on how recruitment and 
admission are currently organized. 


Scholars honour Verthuy 


A major three-day conference on 
women writers in French will be held 
May 15 to 17 in honour of Etudes 
frangaises Professor Mair Verthuy. 

The event, titled Les Femmes de let- 
tres et le frangais hors frontiére, will 
bring scholars from all over the world, 
including France, Africa, the Caribbean 
and the South Pacific, the U.S. and 
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includes Mussolini heroically 
astride a charging steed. Producers 
expressed interest in mounting the 
play — until they read it, and dis- 
covered that communist Norman 
Bethune was the hero, and that (in 
the play, at least) Mussolini was 
painted at the suggestion of nation- 
alist historian Abbé Lionel Groulx. 
“They were shocked,” Salvatore 
recalled impishly. 

Told that the wartime internment 
of the Italian-Canadians has inspired 
another local playwright, Salvatore 
exclaimed, “Good! Good!” Vittorio 
Rossi, the pride of Ville Emard for 
his gritty domestic dramas, will give 
Paradise by the River its premiere at 
the Centaur Theatre on April 28. 

When Le Fascisme et les Italiens a 
Montréal was published in 1995, it 
generated quite a buzz. “The Italian 
Cultural Institute was packed,” Sal- 
vatore recalled. “I also gave a 
presentation at [Concordia’s] School 
of Community and Public Affairs, 
and many of those attending were 
the children of men who had been 
interned.” Radio-Canada is now 
using his research for a television 
mini-series. 

Salvatore himself is part of the 
second great wave of Italian immi- 
gration to Canada, having arrived as 
a child with his family in 1960. He 
attended English public schools, 
studied literature and history at 
McGill University, and went on to 
Harvard, where he did his MA and 
PhD, and did his thesis on the quar- 
rel between ancients and moderns in 
early 17th-century Rome. 





Canada, and, of course, the other Que- 
bec universities. It will include the 
screening of three films with commen- 
tary by the filmmakers. 

Verthuy has received many honours 
for her achievements in feminist as well 
as literary circles. She was the co- 
founder of the Simone de Beauvoir 
Institute, which this year celebrated its 
20th anniversary. 

For more information on the confer- 
ence, please call Professors Catherine 
Mavrikakis or Lucie Lequin, 848-7500 or 
lequin@vax2.concordia.ca 
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When meaning 
changes over time 


BY SYLVAIN COMEAU 


niversity German studies cours- 

es still fail to come to terms 
with Nazism and the Holocaust, 
according to Karen Doerr. The 
Concordia professor of German lan- 
guages and literature is trying to fill 
the void in her own classes, while 
prompting others to do the same. 

“Maybe people think I feel guilty 
[about Germany’s Nazi past],” said 
Doerr, a German-Canadian. “I 
don’t. I do it because I feel a respon- 
sibility to the truth.” 

Doerr’s concerns began with her 
own education. “I got my PhD in 
1988, after I had already been teach- 
ing for years. And I realized that 
there were blanks in my education, 
both in Germany, and here, at the 
graduate level. So I decided to 
inform myself [about Nazi history] 
and I realized that this information 
should be integrated into any course 
dealing with German language, liter- 
ature, ef cefera, not just in German 
history courses.” 

Five years ago, she started to bring 
in guest lecturers on World War II, 
and to initiate class discussions based 
on newspaper articles about Nazism. 

“I don’t teach about the Holo- 
caust, as such; that information is 
widely available. I give historical 
background on developments that 
could have led up to this period, or 
that contributed to the events of 
World War II. The Holocaust didn’t 
come out of the blue; it’s important 
to examine some of the reasons why 
it happened.” 

But on a more basic level, Doerr 
said that the Holocaust is beyond 
understanding. “When I first started 
to educate myself about the Holo- 
caust, the more I learned, the less I 
understood how they could have 
wanted to destroy a whole people.” 

Doerr said that she was surprised 
to see swastikas in the articles pub- 
lished here; in Germany, it is illegal 
to show Nazi symbols. 

“The students have often com- 
mented on just how important the 


Nazi period is to North Americans. 


We get a steady flow of articles on it 
over here. But in German textbooks, 
references to that period are often 
omitted.” 

In response, Doerr has collaborat- 
ed on a book, due out this spring, 
which offers guidelines on how Ger- 
man studies professors can redress 
the situation. Doerr wrote an essay 
for the book on her integration of 
the subject in the classroom. 

She is also conducting a study on 
how the German language itself has 
been affected by the Nazi period. “I 
found that certain neutral words that 
had no negative connotations before 
the war now have terrifying connota- 
tions for Holocaust survivors. 

“The command ‘Halt’ — Achtung 
— which has the same meaning in 
German as in English — can still 
give them panic attacks when they 
hear it. Because when someone 
ordered you to halt, you didn’t know 
whether or not you were going to be 
killed.” 

At the same time, words and 
phrases that were loaded with nega- 
tive connotations during the war 
have since acquired more neutral 
meaning. 

“The Nazi period, for Germany, 
meant 15 years of a brutal regime 
that created new laws, and used lan- 
guage to express these laws. They 
used euphemisms like ‘protective 
confinement,’ which meant jailing 
someone, or ‘special treatment,’ 
which meant execution.” 

Another example of meaning 
changing over time is the word 
Aktion. “During the war, it meant to 
round up, transport and kill Jews. 
But since then, the word Aktion can 
mean a business campaign. In com- 
bination with another word, it is also 
the name of a program of German- 
Jewish reconciliation.” 

Doerr said that language is a living 
thing that changes constantly, “but 
that is especially the case in a country 
that wants a part of its history to go 
away. It changed even faster because 
people wanted to stop thinking 
about it and talking about it.” 





Finance professor experiments with technology in classroom 


Arshad Ahmad isn't resting on 


his laurels 


BY DEBBIE HUM 





inance Professor Arshad 

Ahmad, well known for his live- 
ly lectures and his commitment to 
teaching, has won Distinguished 
Teaching Awards from Concordia’s 
Faculty of Commerce and Adminis- 
tration and from McGill University, 
and best of all, in 1992, the national 
3M Fellowship for Excellence in 
Teaching. 

Constantly looking for ways to 
improve the classroom experience, 
he has been experimenting with 
computers in the classroom. He has 
found that they can lead to more 
animated discussions — even, he 
noted wryly in an interview, on such 
topics as capital structure theory and 
dividend policy. 

His early experiments encouraged 
interaction and included activities 
modelled around games that Ahmad 
had developed for his lectures. Using 
the object-oriented software Tool- 
Book, he and colleague Gregory 
Lypny developed a portfolio-choice 
game in which students were given 
play money and chose between dif- 
ferent investments based on risk.and 
return. 

“This simulation enhanced learn- 
ing opportunities, and provided the 
students with valuable information 
about their inclination to assume 
risk,” Ahmad said. He also designed 
a lecture that was like Jeopardy, 
adapting the game show's question- 
and-answer format to his teaching 
methods. 

“Topics come alive in the class- 
room once students are engaged in 
doing things. Simple techniques 
such as “think-pair-share” (in which 
student pairs solve problems togeth- 
er), the two-minute exam and the 
one-minute presentation can dra- 
matically add value to what the 
student learns,” Ahmad said. 

With the encouragement of Dean 
Mohsen Anvari, who is making inte- 
gration of technology in course 
design one of the Faculty’s top 
objectives, Ahmad is redesigning his 
Introduction to Finance course. 

He chose FirstClass, a computer- 
mediated conferencing system that 
integrates electronic mail with group 
conferencing, real-time discussions 





Concordians pay tribute 
to Nick 


Nick Auf der Maur, the well-known 
Gazette columnist who died April 7, 
was the city councillor for the down- 
town Peter McGill district of Montreal 
during much of the period between 
1974 and 1994. 

In November 1988, he was in the offi- 
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Arshad Ahmad 


and online communication. This 
software was first tested at 
Concordia in the Education Depart- 
ment by Dennis Dicks, who is now 
Director of the Centre for Instruc- 
tional Technology. 

Ahmad has used FirstClass to 
improve teacher-student contact 
through e-mail and computer con- 
ferencing. “Virtual” areas, electronic 
bulletin boards where students can 
post examples of their work-in- 
progress, were used to facilitate peer 
collaboration. Finally, using the 
Internet gives students access to 
information and expertise around the 
world. 

Having used FirstClass successful- 
ly for three semesters, including with 
classes as large as 100 students, 
Ahmad is “ecstatic.” He reported 
that “students are speaking the lan- 
guage of finance at all hours of the 
day, and in some cases, long after the 
course is over.” 

In one case, he noticed that a vis- 
iting francophone student from 
Université Laval who had been shy 
about speaking in class was partici- 


cial party, along with then Education 
Minister Claude Ryan and MNA 
Jacques Chagnon, when ground was 
broken for the construction of 
Concordia’s newest building, the J.W. 
McConnell library complex. The build- 
ing had its official opening four years 
later. 

Nick was a good friend to Concordia, 
and spent much of his time in the near- 





pating freely for the first time, 
thanks to FirstClass. 

This weekend, Ahmad will 
address delegates from Ontario and 
Quebec at the Canadian Teachers’ 
Federation conference on the topic 
of Education and Technology. 

Although a proponent of using 
technology in the classroom, Ahmad 
is careful to stress that “integrating 
technology into your pedagogical 
approach is ultimately an artistic 
rather than a scientific endeavour. 
The learning effects are easily con- 
founded and almost impossible to 
measure.” He maintains that “tech- 
nology should march to the drum 
called curriculum.” 

Ahmad, who joined Concordia in 
1982, has served on numerous Uni- 
versity committees and task forces. 
During his sabbatical last year, he 
began his PhD in Education at 
McGill, concentrating on instruction- 
al design and the role of computers in 
education. He has narrowed his focus 
to cognitive task analysis in financial 
expertise literature. 


In BRIEF... 


by district of bars and restaurants. He 
was only 56 when he died, after a long 
and gallantly fought battle with cancer. 

His funeral, held Easter Monday at 
St. Patrick's Basilica, drew nearly 3,000 
people, and was followed by a wake on 
Crescent St. A memorial fund has been 
established in Nick's name to help the 
families of cancer patients at the Mon- 
treal General Hospital. 
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Concordia faculty, staff and alumni/a pop up 
in the media more often than you might think! 


Marika Pruska-Carroll (Political Science), an expert on Russia, was 
interviewed on March 23 by CBC-TV and CJAD news after the lat- 
est unexpected move by President Boris Yeltsin. She said that in 
sacking his cabinet, Yeltsin had once again shown who was boss. 


Palmer Acheson (TESL) was the subject of a full-length profile in E/ 
Gazette, an international monthly newspaper for teachers of Eng- 
lish. It tells the story of how Acheson, a bored student in Britain in 
the 1960s, found his métier when he was hitchhiking in Germany. 
A businessman got him to give his son English lessons, and it led 
to a life of globetrotting and scholarship. 


The Eric O'Connor lecture by Dean of Students Donald Boisvert on 
homosexuality and Christian ethics was the leading item in Harvey 
Shepherd's religion column in The Gazette on March 21, and was 
accompanied by a photo first published in CTR and taken by stu- 
dent Andrew Soong. 


Les Affaires reported that a dozen public relations executives from 
Allard et associés had David Howes, chair of Sociology and Anthro- 
pology, give them five seminars recently for a fresh perspective on 
marketing. 


Frank Chalk (History), an authority on genocide, was quoted in an 
article that appeared in The Toronto Star and the Edmonton Journal 
about the 1907 massacre of three-quarters of the Herero people of 
Namibia by German settlers and soldiers. Chalk said that an acade- 
mic work on the event lay the groundwork for Hitler's racial 
policies. 


The Winnipeg Free Press, among other papers, quoted Daniel 
Salée (SCPA principal) on the drafting of federal Tory leader Jean 
Charest to lead the Quebec Liberals. “| don’t know that he under- 
stands the issues we have to deal with here now,” he said. “| find 
it really sad that the next campaign will be fought on the basis of 
personalities, and issues will take a back seat.” 


Guy Lachapelle (Political Science) was quoted in another Gazette 
article carried across Canada by Canadian Press. He said that 
annointing Charest “is risky, but it gives the party a chance to go 
after a new support base. It gives them a little fame, a little vigour.” 


Student poets Diana Tegenkamp and Christina Thompson, who 
recently launched a chapbook, and belong to a spoken-word choir 
called syntActs, were mentioned in Hour, and their mentor, Erin 
Mouré (Creative Writing) was called “truly one of today’s toughest 
and canniest versifiers.” 


Farewell to Martin Kusy, former Dean of Graduate Studies, who is 
off to become Brock University’s dean of business. We had to read 
it in Brock’s local daily, the St. Catharines Standard. The article 
quoted retiring dean Ron McTavish as saying it was history repeat- 
ing itself. A few years ago, Kusy followed McTavish as Chair of 
Concordia’s Department of Decision Sciences and MIS. 


Susan Palmer (Religion) was quoted in a full-length feature in the 
national Homemaker magazine on cults. She said there are more 
than 32,000 new religious movements around the world, and 800 in 
Quebec alone. Almost all are harmless, said Palmer, who has been 
an expert witness in court cases. Palmer was also a contributor to 
an exhaustive discussion of the future of religion in the February 
issue of Books in Canada. 


Napoleon's Retreat, a novel by Rob Allen (Creative Writing/Matrix) 
was briefly reviewed in Hour, where Carl Wilson called it “an 
unpruned forest of allusion, satire, politics and play,” and “a high- 
fat, Pynchonesque urban romp.” 








In tribute to his memory, the Univer- 
sity’s Public Relations Department 
placed a book of condolences and a 
small display in the lobby of the J.W. 
McConnell Building for several days. 
The book, which gathered more than 
100 signatures, will be forwarded to the 
Auf der Maur family. It is now available 
for signing at Ziggy’s pub, 1470 
Crescent St. 


New operating hours 
for Physical Resources 


Starting May 1, the hours of opera- 
tion for the Service Centre in Physical 
Resources will be 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. After 
working hours, line 848-2400 will be 
transferred to Security, who will 
respond only to emergency calls. 
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A regular meeting held April 17, 1998. 


Rector’s remarks: Rector Fred- 
erick Lowy introduced Valérie 
Gagnon, Executive Director, 
Human Resources. He 
announced the closing of the 
Conservatory of Cinemato- 
graphic Art in June, which will 
make the J.A. DeSéve Cinema 
more accessible for teaching. 
He announced the successful 
negotiations with the teaching 
associations, CUFA and 
CUPFA, and the acquisition of a 
new information system with 
McGill University. The Capital 
Campaign is progressing well, 
and will involve another trip to 
Hong Kong, this time with spe- 
cific goals. 


RISQ: Vice-Rector Services 
Charles Emond announced that 
this Internet network, a division 
of CRIM aimed at researchers 
in the Quebec universities, has 
become a not-for-profit corpora- 
tion, which will incur some 
added costs but also bring 
many benefits. 


L’Université devant I’avenir: 
Discussion resumed on this 
“government discussion paper. 
Led by Provost and Vice-Rector 
Research Jack Lightstone, it 
included the following points: 
research, which tends to be 
undervalued by this document, 
has become more competitive 
than ever; the student body has 
become democratized and con- 
sumer-driven; universities have 
not found the right way to 
assess teaching success, espe- 
cially the suitability of 
curriculum, exams, materials, 
etc. 


According to this document, 
the universities exist to serve 
Quebec's needs, as interpreted 
by the government of the day; 
in fact, senators said, the gov- 
ernment should support 
universities for their long-term 
value. The document was seen 
as narrow in scope, neglecting 
the universities’ role in inter- 
preting knowledge, exposing 
students to unfamiliar ideas, 
and perfecting their self-expres- 
sion. However, knowing our 
role does not mean we are ful- 
filling it well, Lightstone said. 
The Rector remarked on 
increased calls for universities’ 
accountability to the taxpayers, 
and said that elsewhere, univer- 
sities are being enlisted by 
governments in the drive for 
economic competition. 


Budget: Chief Financial Officer 
Larry English presented the 
year-end projection for 1997-98. 
It foresees a $164,000 surplus 
for which a purpose has already 
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been found, and includes 
$500,000 for repairs on the 
Loyola Campus. English also 
presented a preliminary outlook 
for the next three years. While 
the university has responded 
well to a 26-per-cent cut 
over five years in oper- 
ating grants by _ offer- 
ing early retirements, blending 
academic programs, down- 
sizing service departments, 
etc., future choices could 
include working to increase 
FTEs, increasing students’ 
administrative fees, increasing 
foreign tuition, opening up limit- 
ed-access programs, further 
consolidating departments or 
suffer across-the-board cuts. 
It was remarked that the 
increased tuition for out-of- 
province students went to the 
government and then was 
redistributed to the universities, 
but in such a way as to remove 
any incentive to recruit outside 
of Quebec. (The money was 
redistributed on a pro-rata 
basis; Concordia collected $2.3 
million in extra tuition, but got 
back only $1.3 million.) 
In response to a question about 
spending money raised by the 
Capital Campaign, the Rector 
explained that much of the 
money raised is still in the form 
of pledges, not cash in hand. 
Apart from the minor exception 
of emergency ice-storm relief 
to students, he said, it has 
been decided not to spend Cap- 
ital Campaign funds yet; 
otherwise, the Campaign itself 
would be difficult to operate. 
Vice-Rector Services Charles 
Emond has submitted to the 
government a proposal to fund 
new buildings, and is optimistic 
that it will be successful. He 
added that the $3-million acqui- 
sition of information software 
will be paid for from the operat- 
ing budget, but over five years. 


Victims of success: In general, 
Lightstone said, he feels his 
frustration with this govern- 
ment rising because he feels 
that it does not value university 
education. Concordia has suc- 
ceeded in increasing its FTEs 
by 1,000, but teaching, space 
and services must be found for 
these students. Engineering 
and Computer Science Dean 
Nabil Esmail said that popular 
programs are attracting stu- 
dents, but it is hard to find 
teachers with high-tech skills, 
and increasing foreign-student 
fees increases expectations. It 
may be that the increase in 
enrolment is mainly in graduate 
students. 





Pension suit claimants contested 


Final Loyola Revitalization 
report submitted to Board 


BY LAURIE ZACK 


fter seven months of intense 

discussion, the final report of 
the Rector’s Advisory Task Force on 
the Revitalization of the Loyola 
Campus was submitted to the April 
15 Board of Governors meeting. 

The report outlines five scenarios, 
of which Option 1 garnered the sup- 
port of 12 of the 17 committee 
members. 

Option 1, the “science option,” 
proposes that the sciences, the per- 
forming arts (Music, Theatre and 
Contemporary Dance), Psychology, 
the humanities service component, 
the social sciences and Communica- 
tion Studies and Journalism 
(depending on space) be located on 
the Loyola Campus. 

Here are what the other options 
would base at Loyola: Option 2 calls 
for the humanities, the performing 
arts, and Psychology; Option 3 pro- 
poses social sciences, performing arts 
and Psychology; Option 4, humani- 
ties and social sciences; Option 5, 
the so-called “fine arts option,” calls 
for all the departments of the Faculty 
of Fine Arts, plus the Departments 
of Psychology, Exercise Science, 
Communication Studies and Jour- 
nalism. 

In addition to the final report and 
appendices, the package presented to 
the Board also contained two letters 
from committee members Sr. Eileen 
MclIlwaine and Don McNaughton 
and minority reports from Don Tad- 
deo and Enn Raudsepp. 

Sister McIlwaine told the Board 
that although she generally agreed 
with the document, she felt that 
Options 2, 3 and 4 were not treated 
as seriously as the other options. 
Although she did not necessarily dis- 
agree with the science option, she 
felt that the benchmarks that were 
used to analyze the alternatives were 
not rigorously applied to all the 
options. 

Mcllwaine did not feel comfort- 
able about indicating a preferred 
option without further information 
on long-term space and academic 
planning. The letter from 
McNaughton supports Option 5, the 
fine arts option, over Option 1. 

Don Taddeo’s minority report 
makes the case for Option 5 based 
on the future development of 
Concordia, cooperation and coordi- 
nation with other universities 
(especially McGill) and the potential 
for consolidation, synergy and fund- 
ing opportunities. 

Enn Raudsepp’s minority report 
echoes some of the same points and 
urges reconsideration of Option 5. 

In his preliminary response to the 
report, Rector Frederick Lowy con- 
curred with its general thrust and 


identified Options 1 and 5 as partic- 
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ularly worthy of consideration. He 
also recognized the need for more 
data and the financial and academic 
implications of the options before 
making a decision. 

He said he would come back to 
the Board in May with a more devel- 
oped response, and asked for input 
from the Concordia community. 
The Board paid tribute to the hard 
work of committee chair Lillian 
Vineberg and the dedication of the 
committee members. For copies of 
the report, call Ann M. Bennett at 
848-4851, or Enza De Cubellis at 
848-4840. An executive summary is 
posted on the Web site at 
www.concordia.ca/announcements/fi 


nrpt.html 


Pension fund suit 

Reporting on developments in the 
pension fund suit, Vice-Rector Mar- 
cel Danis said that a March 30 
negotiating session between the 
administration and union represen- 
tatives did not result in a schedule 
for future negotiations. 

A motion challenging the right of 
the CSN unions to represent the 
pension members in the suit was 
presented to a judge on April 7 on 
behalf of CUFA and the retired 
members of the pension fund. A 
decision will be rendered in several 
weeks. 

Search committees will be set up 
for Provost and Vice-Rector 
Research and for Dean of Fine Arts. 
Both terms end May 31, 1999. 

Outgoing Commerce and Admin- 
istration Students Association 
president Dino Nizzola appealed to 
the University to maintain faculty- 
student ratios, salary levels and space 
requirements to meet AACSB crite- 
ria and maintain accreditation. He 
also underlined the need for a strong 
promotions strategy and the technol- 
ogy to compete with other business 
schools. 

Reporting on the progress of the 
Capital Campaign, Richard Renaud 
emphasized the commitment of 
major donors like Mel Hoppenheim, 
who not only give of themselves, but 
go out to recruit others to help 





finance the projects that they have 
begun. 

Rector Lowy mentioned Gover- 
nors Jonathan Wener and Leonard 
Ellen, who were instrumental in 
raising $2 million in major donations 
last week. 

Terry Fancott praised the Capital 
Campaign team for coordinating vis- 
its by donors to his Faculty. He 
mentioned the enormous costs to 
industry to recruit high-tech 
employees and the role of the Facul- 
ty in coordinating and promoting its 
graduates with industry. 

The Board welcomed new CSU 
president David Smaller and new 
Executive Director of Human 


Resources Valérie Gagnon. 
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Simeone and Tanguay have zest for the task 


BY BARBARA BLACK 


sk people for money? It’s a job 

most people wouldn’t do for 
anything. But Marianna Simeone 
relishes the task because she’s. good 
at it, and she’s doing it for 
Concordia. 

Simeone is volunteer Co-Chair of 
the Major Gifts Division of 
Concordia’s Capital Campaign. 
Building on the success of the Uni- 
versity Community and Leadership 
Gifts Division, canvassers for Major 
Gifts will be seeking donations of 
$100,000 to $499,000. 

She and Louis Tanguay, CEO of 
Bell Canada International, stepped 
in when Humberto Santos died sud- 
denly last fall. His were big shoes to 
fill, and no sooner had they picked 
up the threads of their task when the 
ice storm hit in January. Undaunted, 
they have recruited about 30 can- 
vassers, all of them top executives. 

“Our work really starts now,” 
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Marianna Sime one 


Simeone said, “as Louis and I get on 
the phones to make adjustments, 
and get back to the University to 
ensure that we're always accurate in 
our information about the academic 
projects we’re promoting. This is a 
delicate phase.” 

Simeone, who has a BA in Italian 
Studies from Concordia, was 
admired for her energy and enthusi- 


asm even before she graduated in 
1986. While she was still a student, 
she was the host of Te/edomenica, a 
popular local television show. 

At only 26, she was hired as exec- 
utive director of the Italian Chamber 
of Commerce, and over the past 12 
years has helped to build it into a 
million-dollar, 600-member organi- 
zation with business connections 
throughout the world. 

As well as a demanding job, she 
has a husband and two small sons, 
but she didn’t hesitate when she was 
asked to take on a responsible post 
with the Campaign. 

“When you care about something, 
you find the time,” she said simply. 
‘Tm always available for something I 
believe in. When I started having 
children five years ago, I got involved 
with Santa Cabrini Hospital, and led 
its fundraising campaign.” 

The key to successful fundraising, 
she said, is solid preparation. Before 
she and Tanguay did anything else, 


they did careful research on the Uni- 
versity and its wish-list of academic 
projects, as well as on the profiles of 
the people they were going to 
approach. In much of this effort, 
they relied on the work of the Capi- 
tal Campaign and University 
Advancement staff. 

But there’s another element of 
preparation that depends more on 
instinct. “As well as doing your 
homework, you have to know what 
makes a person tick,” Simeone said. 
“Then you walk in, take a deep 
breath, and give it your best. You 
have to make a really heartfelt, heart- 
felt sale pitch. And you should also 
accommodate the donor — they 
have needs, too.” 

Selling Concordia comes easily to 
Simeone, who loved her years here. 
She admits that it’s easiest to sell 
businessmen on Concordia’s own 
business school, because that’s the 
discipline they relate to — “Business 
today is being shaped by Concordia 
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grads” — but she tirelessly promotes 
the expertise, diversity and employa- 
bility of students from across the 
University. 

With more than 100 prospective 
donors to be solicited for their divi- 
sion alone, Simeone knows that she 
and Tanguay have a challenge ahead, 
but they are facing it with zest. 








Capital Campaign continues to win good friends 


ie of Concordia’s strongest 
supporters are bringing in mil- 
lion-dollar donations to the 
University’s Capital Campaign. Only 
last week, philanthropist Leonard 
Ellen, who gave his name to 
Concordia’s art gallery, secured a $1- 
million gift from one friend, and 
another major pledge from a second. 
It’s a phenomenon Campaign 
Executive Vice-Chair Donat Taddeo 
has seen with increasing frequency in 
recent months, as the $55-million 
campaign approaches its goal. Not 
only are people of means jumping on 
board with large donations, but far 
more than the usual number of for- 


mer students have been turning out 
for alumni events. 

“I can’t get over the enthusiasm 
people show,” Taddeo said. “Since 
September, our volunteers have made 
a concerted effort to reach alumni, 
particularly. Some employees who 
took early retirement have been hired 
by the Campaign, along with stu- 
dents, to get on the phones. It’s a 
very cost-effective way of reaching a 
lot of people and winning them 
over.” 

Many of these alumni have moved 
to the Toronto area, and the Cam- 
paign recently held three events there 
which drew different kinds of audi- 


ences, all large. Everyone seemed 
delighted to be associated once again 
with their alma mater. 

The first was a breakfast in the 
heart of Bay St. late in January, 
aimed at Commerce alumni and 
addressed by a federal cabinet minis- 
ter. 

Another was a family-oriented 
visit on February 28 to the Canadian 
Hockey Hall of Fame. That event 
was organized around the fact that 
Campaign Chair Ron Corey is the 
president of the Montreal Canadiens. 
It drew a cheering throng of young- 
sters and their families to meet 


hockey heroes Frank Mahovlich, 
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Dicky Moore, Ken Dryden and Steve 
Shutt. 

The third Toronto event was the 
final season taping on April 9 of the 
hugely popular satirical CBC televi- 
sion show, The Royal Canadian Air 
Farce, which attracted an overflow 
crowd of 410 people to the studio, 
and required some last-minute inge- 
nuity to fit them all in. 

The University also continues to 
cultivate relationships with far-flung 
alumni across the miles. 

This week, Taddeo and Alumni 
Affairs Director Ann Vroom were in 
Calgary, where Petro-Canada CEO 
James M. Stanford (Loyola BSc 58) 


has helped to organize a reception in 
the company’s headquarters, and 
Vancouver, where prominent lawyer 
Frank Borowicz (Loyola BA 69) was 
host at another event. Now they are 
on an exploratory visit to Los Ange- 
les — probably the first time an 
official Concordia delegation has 
been to the California metropolis. 
Tomorrow, Rector Frederick 
Lowy and Advancement Director 
Chris Hyde fly to Hong Kong, where 
they spent several busy days last fall. 
They will visit key alumni and con- 
tinue to encourage Concordia’s lively 
alumni chapter there. The Rector 
will continue on to China. -BB 


Young at 40 


Members of the Garnet Key Society cast aside their dark red blazers for 
an evening at the Ritz-Carlton Hotel on April 9. The student group, hand- 
picked to guide visitors to University events, celebrated their 40th 
anniversary with a banquet, followed by typically informal speeches 


and skits. 


The outgoing 40th Key are Jason Albino, Micheline Ammar, J.P. 
Blanchette, Lizwan Mohan, Salima Nathoo, Robert Paris, Parisa 


Rezaiefar and Neil Simmerman. 


The 41st Key, who don their blazers next fall, are Diana Audino, 


Samantha Cukier, Ferdinando DeLuca, Christopher Feret, Karene-Isabelle 


Jean-Baptiste, Siddharth Kashyap, Rehan Mian, Hasmatulla Mujahid, — 
Christina Persaud and Lamis Subai. _ . 
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Concordia Council on Student Life Awards 


Concordians who made a difference this year 


BY MICHAEL DOBIE 





he Concordia Council on Stu- 
dent Life Awards (CCSL) are 
presented every year to students, 
professors and staff members who 
have earned the gratitude of their 
peers — students with a flair for 
leadership, professors who have 
inspired their classes, and staff mem- 
bers who go out of their way to be 
helpful. 
Our hearty congratulations to the 
winners. 


Merit Awards: 

Robert Laliberté was president of 
the Concordia International Busi- 
ness Association, and active in the 
Investment Association and the 
Commerce and Administration Stu- 
dents Association. He has also been 
an active volunteer in the Universi- 
ty’s Capital Campaign. 

Les Lawton is credited with build- 
ing women’s hockey from a social 
pursuit into a serious sport. He has 
coached the Concordia women’s ice 
hockey team for 15 years, as they won 
numerous tournaments and champi- 
onships, and even toured Russia. 
Lawton also coached the Team 
Canada 1994 world champions. 

He acknowledged the sacrifices 
student athletes make, often putting 
20 or 30 hours a week into their 
sport, and accepted the award on 
behalf of the staff and athletes at the 
Department of Recreation and Ath- 
letics. 

Maxine West balanced the 
demands of her children and her 
studies with work on the Arts and 
Science Council and the Senate. 
Praised for her advocacy, reliability 
and empathy, she paid tribute to her 
daughter and son, who appear with 
her in the group photo.’ 

Helen Danakas, Administrative 
Assistant to the Concordia Student 
Union (CSU), couldn’t attend the 
ceremony, but CSU executives 
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thanked her for ensuring continuity 
in the CSU office and providing wis- 
dom and support to the students. 
Chantale Blackwood, although 
busy with a double major, found 
time to participate actively in the 


CSU and the CCSL. 


Teaching Excellence 

Biology Professor Kuldip 
Dhindsa is a favourite for his hard 
work and commitment to his stu- 
dents. He was a founding member of 
the Biology Department at Loyola 
College, and designed most of the 
zoology courses. 

Dhindsa took his MSc at Punjab 
University (where he later taught), 
and his PhD at the University of 
Helsinki; he did post-doctoral work 
at UCLA. He has received a number 
of awards, and has been teaching at 
Concordia for 33 years. 

He said he considers the class- 
room to be his second home, and 
believes that to teach is to learn. He 
dedicated his award to his students 
“because I’ve learned many things 
from them.” Though he is retired 





from research, he hasn’t missed a 
lecture this year. 

Physics Professor Calvin Kalman 
was credited with having an integrat- 
ed approach to his subject, talking 
through problems to arrive at mathe- 
matical solutions, a method he 
evolved based on the observation 
that science students don’t write, and 
arts students don’t do math. 

Kalman encourages his students to 
participate and not to fear wrong 
answers because they're a step to the 
right answer. He gave much of the 
credit for his award to his wife, Eng- 
lish Professor Judith Kalman, 
because she convinced him that writ- 
ing is important in the teaching of 
science subjects. 

Mechanical Engineering Professor 
Eliza Haseganu was rewarded for 
her untiring research and teaching. 
Student presenter Farah Fida praised 
her for trying to understand her stu- 
dents’ general situation when they 
see her about academic problems. 


Media Award 
Amanda Jelowicki accomplishes 





more in a half-hour than most of us 
accomplish in a day, said her presen- 
ter. She knows student life inside 
out, and has put in three years of 
work in the student press. 

Jelowicki accepted the award as 
the representative of the Link, and 
thanked Concordia for providing her 
with the opportunity to get involved 
in her life’s passion, journalism. 


Outstanding Contributions 
to Student Life 

Majid Ahmadi was active in the 
councils of the Graduate Students 
Association, where he helped create 
a health plan, and the Engineering 
and Computer Science Association 
(ECA). Ahmadi was called a tough 
negotiator who pulls out all the 
stops. He gave thanks to his wife and 
Acting Dean of Students Roger 
Cété. 

Christine Cogger was praised for 
her hard work and ability as CSU’s 
vice-president, academic. She 
revived the idea of a student bill of 
rights, and put in a lot of work on 


the project. 








ECSCSL Awards 


he Engineering and Computer 
Science Council on Student Life 
(ECSCSL) presented awards for con- 
tributions to student life at the Grad 
Ball, a dinner-dance held on March 
31, at which 148 engineers received 
their iron rings. 
Our congratulations to the winners. 
Awards to staff: Sophie Merineau, 
Undergraduates Secretary in Mechan- 
ical Engineering and CONCOM, 
and John Elliott, Technical Officer 
and Lab Coordinator, also in 
Mechanical. 
Awards to graduate students: 
Majit Ahmadi and Ali Noorzad 
Awards to undergraduates: Phyl- 
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roy Lopez, Bojana Kolbah and Mauro 
Franco. 

Awards to students by Faculty: 
Antoine Basbous (Civil), Angi Athina 
Lappos (Computer Science), Chryst- 
ian Cloutier-Roy (Electrical), 
Giuseppe Zaccagnino (Industrial) 
and Micheline Ammar (Mech- 
anical). 

Honoraria for their contributions to 
the Faculty over many years were pre- 
sented to retiring professor Tadeusz 
Krepec, who for many years oversaw 
student projects in alternative-fuel 
vehicles, and to Leslie Becskei, Coor- 
dinator of Academic Programs. 


James Edwards, CSU’s vice-pres- 
ident, administration, this year, and 
previously, an active student repre- 
sentative from the Faculty of Fine 
Arts, said he found his years at 
Concordia “challenging, and an 
opportunity to express myself.” 

Mauro Franco is good at getting 
people involved. He was vice-presi- 
dent, external relations, of the ECA, 
organizing a careers day on short 
notice, and attending conferences as 
far away as Edmonton. He also 
organized a weekend that saw stu- 
dents sprucing up non-profit 
facilities, a business lunch for 
AIESEC, and several social events. 

Karen Kendell and Corinne 
Swirsky are student athletes who 
embody the spirit of a healthy mind 
in a healthy body. Both have won 
national awards. Swirsky was the 
first recipient of the Brodrick Award, 
and is Quebec’s nominee to the 
CIAU athlete of the year awards to 
be announced May 4, among others. 
(See page 7) 

Kendell was assistant captain of 
the women’s hockey team, won 
awards for athletics, community 
work and academics, volunteered at 
the Lakeshore Hospital, made a 
four-year commitment to Annual 
Giving (which provides scholarships 
and other academic help) and an 
annual commitment to the Spirit of 
Christmas (practical emergency help 
for students). 

Dino Nizzola was the president 
of the Commerce and Administra- 
tion Students Association (CASA) 
this year. He started its outreach 
effort, CASA Cares, and participat- 
ed in an overhaul of CASA’s 
constitution. He was on Senate and 
its budget committee, as well as the 
CSU. Nizzola also helped organize 
the new Commerce Placement Cen- 
tre and was involved with the 
Concordia International Students 
Association. 
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Ho” player Corinne Swirsky 
and football player Dave 


Miller-Johnston were named Ath- 
letes of the Year when another 
eventful sports season was celebrated 
on April 2 at the Athletic Awards 
Banquet. 

Swirsky, a centre, was the leading 
scorer on the Stingers women’s 
hockey team, with 46 goals and 29 
assists for 75 points in 37 games. 
Now in her third year at Concordia, 
she was named most valuable player 
of the inaugural Canadian Interuni- 
versity Athletic Union (CIAU) 
women’s hockey championships, 
held here in February. 

This is the second year in a row 
that Swirsky has won the 
Concordia Female Athlete of 
the Year Award. She remained 
modest, reported The Concor- 
dian’s Bryan Parker, and “kept 
referring to her team’s year 
instead of her own.” 

Swirsky has also been nomi- 
nated for the Howard, Mackie 
Awards for CIAU female athlete 
of the year. Regardless of who is 
announced as the national winner 
on May 4, the nomination con- 
firms her as the best female athlete 
of the year from Quebec. 

Miller-Johnston, a place-kicker 
and punter in his fifth year here, 
had an exceptional season. He was 
one of two Canadians selected to 
play in the East-West Shrine Classic 
football game in Palo Alto, Califor- 
nia, in January. Named 
All-Canadian punter, he was the 
second pick overall in the Canadian 
Football League college draft, cho- 
sen by the Toronto Argonauts. 

“T have loved being a Concordia 
Stinger,” Miller-Johnston told the 
crowd at the banquet, which was 
held at a St. Laurent reception hall. 





Here are the rest of the winners pre- 
sented that night. 

Fittest Male Athlete: Rob Balaz- 
ic, football 

Fittest Female Athlete: Cather- 
ine Bertand, women’s hockey 

Ron Lapointe Award, for leader- 
ship: Yan St. Pierre, hockey 

Denise Beaudet Award, for lead- 
ership: Sylvie Lacombe, volleyball 

Male Rookie of the Year: Michael 
Kieran, basketball 

Laurie Brodrick Award for 
female rookie of the year: Deana 
Huyghebaert, hockey 

Directors Shields, for service to 
the Department of Recreation 
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and Athletics: Bryan Parker, The 
Concordian, and PA announcer Larry 
Fredericks 

Merit Awards: Tamara Medwid- 
sky, wrestling, Jennifer Smith, 
basketball, Dan Furlong, basketball, 
and student employees Ana Costa 
and Shawna Casement 

Female and Male Academic Ath- 
lete of the Year: Wanita Jones, 
Psychology and Applied Social Sci- 
ences/basketball, and Patrick 
Groleau, Sociology and Anthropolo- 
gy/hockey 

Team Most Valuable Players: Jay 
Prosper, basketball; Richard Yates, 
cross-country; Dave Miller-John- 
ston, football; Eric Nadeau, hockey; 
Alfredo Demartino, rugby; Dominic 
Frappier, skiing; Ari Angelopoulos, 
soccer; Headley Bent, track; David 
Chodat, wrestling; Marie-Héléne 
Héroux, basketball; Jennifer Casimir, 
cross-country; Corinne Swirsky, 
hockey; Erin Dance, rugby; Chris- 
tine Cogger, skiing; Tanya 
Witschert, 
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soccer, Tamara Medwidsky, 
wrestling; Swanne Gordon, track; 


and Sylvie Lacombe, volleyball. 


Season of highs and lows 

The outstanding events this year 
belonged to the women. The 30th 
annual Theresa Humes Tournament 
and the first CIAU women’s hockey 
championship were big draws to the 
Concordia Athletic Complex, and 
our team made it perfect by winning 
both events. And the women’s bas- 
ketball team won the Quebec 
championship. 

The Stingers men’s rugby team 
just couldn’t get to their games on 
time. As a result, they finished in 
third place instead of making it to 
the playoffs, as they did last year. 
The women’s team was plagued by 
injuries, and finished the season 3-2- 
3. Next year will see the first CIAU 
women’s rugby championships. 

The men’s football team lost a 
number of top players to graduation, 
including quarterback Dominik 
Goulet, but they acquitted them- 
selves well, finishing with a 
respectable 5-3 season. After being 
briefly in second place, they finished 

third in the Ontario- 
















Quebec league. 
The men’s hockey team placed 


second in their division, losing to the 
perennially strong Université du 
Québec 4 Trois-Riviéres. The men’s 
basketball team finished the season 
with a 12-8 record, second only to 
Bishop’s, but lost the QSSF semi- 
final to Laval, 85-81. 

Soccer had a modest season, with 
the men finishing fourth in their 
league, and the women improving 
their 1-10-1 finish of last year to 3-9. 

Baseball, always difficult to pro- 
mote during the summer vacation, 
might raise more interest this year 
because of last summer’s success. 
Concordia finished the season 11-5, 
and lost the championship by a 
whisker to Université Laval. 

The women’s volleyball team 
didn’t win a regular-season match all 
year, but our cross-country runners 
finished third in the province. Head- 
ly Bent, Jr., of the track team, won a 
silver medal at the CIAU champi- 
onships in the 600 metres and was 
chosen an All-Canadian. 

Congratulations to David Chodat, 
who won a gold medal in this year’s 
wrestling nationals. Jason Chen won 
a bronze at the same event. 

-BB 
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Making sense of the CFI 


Research fund 
had growing pains 


he Canadian Foundation for 

Innovation, an $800-million 
initiative of the federal government 
to rebuild university research infra- 
structure, was announced last spring, 
but the policies and regulations are 
not always clear, which is frustrating 
for researchers and university admin- 
istrators alike. 

Concordia’s Dean of Graduate 
Studies and Research Claude Bédard 
is among them. “It’s been pretty 
tough from the beginning, because 
they had to take the time to consti- 
tute themselves,” Bédard said. 

As the regulations and policies are 
invented for the new body and dead- 
lines for applications approach, 
Bédard likens the process to “shoot- 
ing at a shifting target.” As recently 
as last week, he attended a meeting 
between university research adminis- 
trators and senior Quebec civil 
servants to clear up some of the 
ground rules. 

Setting up the CFI included 
appointing administrators. Unfortu- 
nately, J. Keith Brimacombe was 
named president and CEO in Sep- 
tember, only to die in 
mid-December. The senior vice- 
president, Denis Gagnon, is taking 
his place for now, although a new 
president, David W. Strangway, has 
just been appointed. 

Then there was the jurisdictional 
dispute that arose between the federal 
and Quebec governments in Decem- 
ber. Quebec protested that not only 
is education a provincial matter, but 
the CFT’s largesse for new projects 
could involve unexpected costs for 
universities and research centres that 
would have to be borne by provincial 
budgets. These would include the 
estimated maintenance of new, no 
doubt expensive, facilities. 

The compromise reached was that 


applications to the CFI by the Que- 
bec universities would go first to the 
Quebec government, a compromise 
which seems reasonable, but adds to 
the bureaucracy. 

On the positive side, Bédard said, 
the unspent $800 million is slowly 
accruing interest, and could be as 
much as $1.2 billion over the five 


years of the CFI program. 


Share of the fund 

Each institution’s share of the 
fund is estimated on the basis of its 
grants from the three major federal 
research-funding agencies (NSERC, 
SSHERC and MRC). Quebec 
should get slightly more than its 
population would warrant, because it 
gets more research dollars per capita 
(30 per cent, versus only 24 per cent 
of the population). 

While the bureaucracy has been a 
headache, Bédard admits that the 
new CFI project has given added 
rigour to planning. “We have had 
academic planning, the master space 
plan for the Quebec government, 
now CFI — but we are dovetailing 
them all,” he said. 

“In addition, CFI is asking for an 
institutional research plan. We have 
never been asked for this before. 
And in the light of so many early 
retirements and the hiring of new 
faculty, we have new opportunities 
on a considerable scale.” 

Drawing up a research plan will 
identify our strengths, determine our 
future path, and then help us strate- 
gically hire professors who fit that 
research profile. “And if we plan to 
go into an area in a big way, we have 
to build in continuity, and make sure 
it survives the career of one professor. 

“We are now hiring young people 
who may change the face of this 
institution,” Bédard said. 

-BB 


A message from the Recycling Coordinator 


Fold your boxes 


D id you know that for every ton 
of paper and/or cardboard 
recycled, 17 mature trees are saved? 
A cardboard box recovery program 
has been semi-operational at the 
University since the middle of last 
term. 

Staff from the West Island 
Readaptation Centre (WIRC) are 
responsible for collecting most of 
Concordia’s paper recyclables. A 
special storage area in the Henry F. 
Hall Building basement was con- 
structed for this purpose. 

However, the WIRC staff are not 
allowed to collect unfolded boxes 
because they may contain exam 
papers or other important material. 
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Kindly fold the boxes you wish to 
recycle and place them near a paper 
recycling bin; it would greatly assist 
the integrity of the program, reduce 
waste-disposal costs and help the 
environment by reducing the waste 
that goes to a landfill site. 

Folded boxes should be 
placed behind the nearest round 
blue recycling container. If you 
are not sure of the nearest 
location, or if you have any 
comments or questions, feel 
call John  Purkis, 
Concordia Recycling Coordi- 
nator, 848-7351, or by e-mail, 
recycle@alcor.concordia.ca 


free to 


Research proposals aren’t in short supply 


Concordia is ready for CFI 


Die te is entitled to about 1 
per cent of the Canadian Foun- 
dation for Innovation (CFI) funds, 
and Dean of Graduate Studies 
Claude Bédard reports that research 
proposals are not in short supply. 

One category, called New Oppor- 
tunities, is reserved for new faculty 
members, and the first round of 
applications are now in. “We have 
our four applications for the first lap, 
and they look like good ones,” 
Bédard said. Two are in the Faculty 
of Arts and Science, and two in the 
Faculty of Engineering and Com- 
puter Science. 

All the categories are expected to 
be highly competitive. In the next 
round of New Opportunities, 
Bédard said, universities will be 
allowed to apply, leaving the name of 
the faculty member blank, because 
the researcher hasn't been hired yet. 

The major category is called Insti- 
tutional Innovations, and is broken 
into two sub-categories, one below 


and one above the value of $350,000. 


The deadline for this category is 
May 27. (For the projects over 
$350,000, only a summary of the full 
proposal is required by the deadline.) 

While Bédard said it is premature 
to talk specifically about projects, 
“we will have two in the under- 
$350,000 category for sure, one from 
Arts and Science, and one from 
Engineering and Computer Sci- 
ence.” He also revealed that 
Concordia is interested in participat- 
ing in an inter-university project 
based at the Université du Québec a 
Montréal called RISQ, which would 
ensure a robust computer network 
among Quebec universities. 

“The good thing about the CFI is 
that it’s a fund-matching program,” 
Bédard said. “The CFI will provide 
40 per cent of the funding, leaving 60 
per cent for the university to raise. 
But the province could provide 40 per 
cent of that, leaving only 20 per cent 
to be raised by the university itself.” 

In fact, Quebec has promised to do 
that, but only by reallocating money 


already budgeted for education, 
health and social services, or science 
and technology. “Quebec looks at it 
as expenditures they would have to 
make in any case, but they will get 
more mileage out of their money 
because of the CFI, and be able to 
spend more on universities.” 
Concordia’s applications are being 
processed by a steering committee 
led by Bédard and comprising 
Provost and Vice-Rector Research 
Jack Lightstone, the four associate 
deans for research, Director of 
Research Services Erica Besso, Capi- 
tal Campaign Executive Vice-Chair 
Donat Taddeo and Executive Secre- 
tary of the SGS Joanne Beaudoin. 
The presence of the working head 
of the Capital Campaign ensures 
coordination with several major pro- 
jects on the campaign’s wish-list, 
including new academic buildings. 
Conceivably, the Capital Campaign 
could supply the University’s share 
of the funding for such a CFI 
project here. - BB 


WIRC clients take ceramics class 


At of intellectually handi- 
capped clients of the West 
Island Readaptation Centre (WIRC) 
have been working this year in the 
Visual Arts Building. 

They do various tasks, such as 
scraping tables, cleaning the lunch- 
rooms and blackboards and the 
protective masks and glasses worn by 
some of the artists, and collecting the 
recycling boxes. 

Less skilled than the WIRC 
clients who have been working in the 
Henry F. Hall Building for several 
years, they are accustomed to the 
rote activities of sheltered work- 
shops, and find their new 
environment stimulating. 

“It takes time to train them,” said 
WIRC educator Linda Leblond, 
who supervises their work here. 
”They had to be encouraged 
to pay more attention to 
detail.” But the added social 
contact is good for them, she 
added, and one shy woman 
was “transformed” by the 
experience. 

Concordians have been very 
friendly, especially some of the 
students. One Ceramics 230 
student, Louise Giroux, sug- 
gested that they come to class, 
and the professor, Francine 
Potvin, agreed. The idea fitted 
perfectly with the course, which 
emphasizes empathy and the 
closeness of art with other aspects 
of life. 

A total of 13 WIRC clients 
from various projects started their 
own ceramic pieces in the class in 
mid-March, and then went back on 
April 1 to finish and fire them 


in class. - BB 
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Putting our own stamp on admissions 


Office of the Registrar launches 
pilot project on the Web 


BY EVE KRAKOW 


Pa students may soon 
send in their applications to 
Concordia by pressing the “Enter” 
key on their computers. 

The Office of the Registrar, in 
collaboration with Instructional and 
Information Technology Services 
(formerly Computing Services), is 
fine-tuning a Web page where stu- 
dents can apply to the University 
electronically. 

“It’s part of our overall strategy to 
provide front-line services,” said 
Lynne Prendergast, University Reg- 
istrar. “Downsizing and new 
regulations, such as out-of-province 
fees, have placed extra stress on staff 
and students. We want to develop as 
many services as possible that stu- 
dents can use themselves, to relieve 
some of this pressure.” 

The new Application for Admis- 
sion Web site is much more than 
just an online application form. It 
has been specifically designed for 
Web use. For example, it allows 
users to browse through program 
offerings by program, subject, or 
occupation. 

“Searching by occupation is some- 
thing we need to continue to 
develop,” Prendergast said. “It’s not 
always obvious to students what pro- 
gram they should go into to get to a 
particular career.” 

The site provides information on a 
variety of topics, such as admission 
requirements and _ timetables, 
required documents, language profi- 
ciency, selection process and 
notification, financial aid and 
awards, tuition and costs, and avail- 





CASA Cares raises $7,000 
in charity drive 


CASA Cares, in the Faculty of Com- 
merce and Administration, has started 
with a bang, raising $7,000 in one day 
for the Children’s Wish Foundation. 

April 9 was packed with activities. 
Beer and hot dogs were on sale on the 
mezzanine of the Henry F. Hall Building, 
canvassers with money buckets 
roamed outside. There was a loony line 
with vouchers as prizes, and a pub 
crawl in the evening. 

“We expected about $3,500,” said 
CASA Cares president Michael Bright, 
“but the results were just amazing. The 
woman at Children’s Wish couldn't 
believe it. Next year, we'd like to see 
students in the other Faculties involved, 
and we might challenge another uni- 
versity to see who can raise the most.” 

In March, the students organized a 
dinner at the Old Brewery Mission. 
More than 500 clients came to eat. 


able services. 

Once the users have chosen a pro- 
gram and read all the application 
instructions, they can fill out an 
application form on the Web site. 
The form is then sent directly (i.e., 
electronically) to the Office of the 
Registrar. Supporting documents 
must be sent separately by mail. 

For the moment, staff print out 
the application and maintain a paper 
file. Eventually, however, the data 
will be fed directly into the student 
information system. 

While the site is currently online, 
it’s not yet linked to Concordia’s 
home page. So far, it has been made 
available to select groups, such as 
students at Vanier College’s “Appli- 
cation Day” and to CEGEP 
advisors, in order to gain feedback. 

“Our concern is that once it’s on 
the Web, it’s available worldwide, 
and international applications are 
much more complex,” Prendergast 
explained. 

She says, however, that the Web 
address will be included in the Uni- 
versity’s upcoming part-time 
campaign. Complete launch of the 
admissions Web site is planned for 
fall 1998. 

Already, publication of an e-mail 
address has produced encouraging 
results. While there have been many 
e-mail requests for information, 
there has been no drop in requests by 
telephone and regular mail. 

“The number of inquiries is grow- 
ing 100-fold,” Prendergast said. “We 
now have to adapt to a whole new 
level, in terms of the volume of 
materials.” 


Although the current Web site is 


for undergraduates only, Prendergast 
said that the School of Graduate 
Studies has also expressed interest in 
the project. 

In addition, services currently 
available to students on touch- 
screens throughout the University 
will also soon be accessible via the 
Internet. These services include 
checking one’s grades, obtaining a 
personal exam schedule, sorting out 
exam schedule conflicts, checking 
whether a loan or bursary has 
arrived, and finding out about course 
schedule changes. 

“We're not doing this because we 
have to,” Prendergast said, “but to 
develop a distinctive way of present- 
ing ourselves. It makes the 
University more of a village.” 

As of April 3, 10,059 full-time 
and 290 part-time applications had 
been received. This compares 
favourably with the applications at 
the same time last year, namely, 
9,967 full-time and 313 part-time. 
Prendergast added that most part- 
time applications come later in the 
spring or summer. Applications for 
Commerce and Administration, 
Computer Science and Fine Arts 
were up, while applications for Arts 
and Science and Engineering and 
Computer Science were down. 

Students and staff are invited to 
browse through the admissions 
Web site at http://websis.con- 
cordia.ca/admissions. However, only 
serious applicants should use it to 
apply. Feedback is welcome, either 
by completing the site’s survey, or by 
sending comments directly to pren- 
der@alcor.concordia.ca 
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Aggressive marketing, orientation pay off in 


increased enrolment 


Commerce enrolment 
shows definite rise 


he Faculty of Commerce and 

Administration has been 
aggressively marketing itself, and the 
payoffs have begun to show. 

For one thing, the Faculty has 
shown a substantial increase in 
enrolment, thanks to determined 
efforts in recruiting, both local and 
international. 

Figures for September 1997 show 
a 10-per-cent rise over the previous 
fall, and the number of students who 
entered in January 1998 was 57 per 
cent higher than for January 1997. 

Incredibly, this was accomplished 
with a raising, rather than lowering, 
of the Faculty’s admission standards. 

Part of the increased enrolment 
was accomplished by undertaking an 
international recruiting campaign. 
Because education fairs are held in 
many countries, and are an excellent 
way to reach large numbers of poten- 
tial students and their families, 
faculty members have been repre- 
senting Concordia’s business school 
around the world this year. 

Vishwanath Baba (Management) 
went to the West Indies Education 
Fair, Mahesh Sharma (Decision Sci- 
ences/MIS) to the India Education 
Fair, Miguel Carillo to the Mexican 
Fair, and Dale Doreen (Dec 
Sci/MIS) to the one in Prague. The 
Faculty has also sent two representa- 
tives to an education fair in Dubai 
later this week, accompanied by 
Richard Diubaldo, Director of Con- 
tinuing Education. 

Meanwhile, Harold Simpkins 
(Marketing) has been to Toronto 
and New York to recruit in colleges 
and high schools, and a brochure was 
specially designed for foreign stu- 
dents and their parents about life in 
Montreal. It is being translated into 
several languages. 


Also, every new student is 
required to attend an orientation ses- 
sion before registering (except for the 
international students, who arrive 
already registered). More than 100 
sessions are given each year. 

Associate Dean Danielle Morin, 
who is responsible for Academic and 
Student Affairs, said recently that 
these orientation sessions can be the 
determining factor in persuading 
students to choose Concordia over 
another business school that may 
also have accepted them. 

As well as showing them the Fac- 
ulty’s features, the sessions guide 
students through the intricacies of 
registration, course selection and 
program requirements, and brings 
them together with classmates before 
classes start. 

Under Morin’s direction, the Fac- 
ulty has been making special efforts 
to increase its share of the local fran- 
cophone market. Two years ago, she 
instituted portes ouvertes (open hous- 
es) in the francophone CEGEPs. 
Ten students came the first year, 30 
the next year, and 62 last year. 
Anne-Marie Croteau (DecSci/MIS), 
Marie-France Turcotte (Manage- 
ment) and Pierre Brunet 
(Management) have all been active 
in these portes ouvertes. 

Before their program starts, 
incoming francophone students are 
encouraged to attend Faire le grand 
saut, a two-week intensive course in 
English-language study skills. As a 
result of these recruitment efforts, 
francophone enrolment is steadily 
climbing in the Faculty, with a 20- 
per-cent increase in francophone 
students in September 1997 over the 
previous year. 

- BB 


The Visiting Lecturers Committee of Concordia University invites 
applications from the University community to sponsor Visiting 
Lecturers for the 1998-99 academic year. 


Application forms and guidelines may be obtained from the 
chair, director, principal or head of an academic unit or from the 
Office of the Provost and Vice-Rector, Research. Eight copies, 


including the original application, must be submitted to the Office 
of the latter at SGW, Room BC-223, by May 15, 1998. 


*It should be noted that the income tax authorities have 
changed their procedures with respect to the granting of waivers 
of tax deductions at source for non-residents. Please refer to 
Guidelines for Applications and Request for Non-Resident Tax 


Waiver form. 


Late applications cannot be accepted. The next round will take 


place in May 1999. 
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Black community responds to business seminar 


A= contingent from Mon- 


treal’s black community came 
to Concordia for an intensive three- 
day seminar for entrepreneurs and 
professionals recently. 

The seminar was launched with an 
evening reception on March 26, and 
the sessions were held throughout 
the next two days and the following 
Saturday. 

The 23 participants ranged from 
young people about to start indepen- 
dent business careers to school 
principals ready to take early retire- 
ment and strike out on a new path. 


Seven members of the faculty of 
Commerce and Administration gave 
sessions on such topics as financial 
management and control, conflict 
management, and current business 
issues. The three days wound up 
with presentations by the partici- 
pants of their own business plans. 

The catalyst for the seminar was 
Decision Sciences Professor 


Clarence Bayne, Director of the 
Diploma in Administration and 
Sport Administration programs and 
a longtime activist in the black com- 
munity. He was impressed with the 


Professor Bakr Ibrahim leads a workshop on entrepreneurship and small- 


business management. 





quality of the plans that were pre- 
sented in the final session. 

“Some projects were very elabo- 
rate,” Bayne said. “There was one 
ambitious project on health care 
which took a year to put together 
and will have start-up capital from 
Africa. The corporate plan ran. to 
100 pages.” The project would 
export equipment and home-care 
services to clients in developing 
countries, and invest in home care 
and other health-care delivery ser- 
vices here in Canada. 

A typical smaller-scale project was 
the jewellery business described by a 
young man. He will design wearable 
miniature versions of a client’s home, 
or a favourite object. 

The seminar was sponsored by 
Concordia’s Minority Institute of the 
Faculty of Commerce and Adminis- 
tration, and a non-profit community 
group, the Institute for Organiza- 
tional Development and Training of 
the Black Studies Centre. 

While the seminar was outreach 
to a community that needs a stronger 
business voice rather than a recruit- 
ing tool for Concordia, Bayne said 
that the seminar is bound to have “a 


significant ripple effect.” 


PHOTO: CHRISTIAN FLEURY 


Many of the attendees are Sir 
George Williams or Concordia 
graduates who are now well placed in 
the black community. Several were 
representatives of the Quebec Board 
of Black Educators, who run 
PSBGM.-accredited summer courses 
touching about 700 students a year. 
The success of this seminar, Bayne 
said, “makes them feel there’s a posi- 
tive, meaningful connection” 
between Montreal’s black communi- 
ty and Concordia. 

It wouldn't have been possible, he 





added, if the participating professors 
had not accepted only modest hono- 
raria or none at all. They were 
Professors Bakr Ibrahim (Associate 
Dean, Human Resources and 
Administrative Affairs), Robert 
Oppenheimer (Management), Tom 
O’Connell (Management), Bill Tay- 
lor (Management), Juan Segovia 
(Accountancy), Chris Ross (Market- 
ing) and Bayne, who is also Director 
of the Minority Institute. 
- BB 











logue. Though the letters are mainly 
business correspondence with gal- 
Teries, they are beautifully written. 
Roberts was a charming man with a 
great sensitivity to language and a 
love of poetry, Paikowsky said. 

Finding the 117 works for the 
show was fun, she added. Roberts 
was prolific, producing about 3,000 
works. Paikowsky knew where many 
were, but she found others by 
serendipity. 

At a reception given last spring by 
the Faculty of Fine Arts, she met a 
woman who showed her a painting 
in her home that went into the 
exhibit. Others came from public, 


corporate and 
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private collections, including two 
paintings from Paikowsky’s own 
walls. “Lending a painting for two 
years is not a small thing,” she said. 
“T know, because I miss mine.” 

Paikowsky deserves much of the 
credit for establishing the excellent 
reputation of Concordia’s art gallery. 
She was registrar of the Sir George 
Williams Art Galleries from 1970 
and 1972, and curator of the 
Concordia Art Gallery from 1981 to 
1992. 

It was a period of vigourous 
growth, as Paikowsky raised funds to 
support exhibitions and research 
programs, and attracted major gifts 
of modern Canadian art. Much of 
her effort went into exposing the 
gallery’s visitors to Canadian art 
from beyond Montre- 
al, filling a vacuum in 
an inward-looking art 
scene. 

She also helped to 
design the new 
gallery in the J.W. 
McConnell library 

complex, which 
opened in 1992 as 
the Leonard and 





‘Still Life with 
Easel and 
Daffodils, 1959, 
provides the 
colourful cover 
ofthe 


_ catalogue. 





Bina Ellen Art Gallery. Even though 
she’s satisfied with what all agree is a 
beautiful, accessible space, she 
remarked tartly that the University 
should acknowledge that a new 
gallery requires financial support. 

A full professor in the Depart- 
ment of Art History since 1995, 
Paikowsky continues to teach and to 
run the Canadian Journal of Art 
History, which she co-founded in 
1974. 

In a world that sometimes seems 
obsessed with employability, art his- 
tory continues to draw students, she 
said. In fact, it is attracting those 
who want to know not only about 
art, but about how the world works 
— the sort of students who might 
have chosen the humanities. 

“Art history really gives a multi- 
disciplinary perspective,” she said, 
“and I'm in favour of anything that 
increases the audience for art.” 
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double what they were earning,” he 
said. 

He added that high-tech compa- 
nies in Montreal equally need skilled 
knowledge workers. In January, 
CAE Electronics Ltd. of St. Laurent 
sent representatives to the Middle 
East with a Concordia delegation 
charged with getting agreements to 
collaborate with universities in the 
region. 

“CAE was there to recruit soft- 
ware engineers,” he said. “They've 
also been to Moscow to recruit. 
Concordia has to help create these 
specialists from young people in 
Montreal and Quebec to feed that 
market.” 

The program awaits approval from 
the University’s Senate, which will 
meet next month. Once it gets the 
go-ahead, some 50 students will be 
accepted for the first semester. 

“At the moment, there is no space 
for it,” Esmail said. “It will have to 
be accommodated in a new engi- 


neering building, which we hope will 


be built soon. One possibility is that 
the building will be constructed on 
the lot of the York Cinema and the 
adjacent parking lot on Ste. Cather- 
ine St.” 

He says the University will 
approach the private sector for fund- 
ing; in particular, high-tech 
companies that will benefit by 
recruiting graduates from the new 
program. “It’s possible we could 
name our labs after the companies,” 
Esmail said. “We could also set up 
student internships with them.” 

Professor Clement Lam, Chair of 
the Department of Computer Sci- 
ence, said he anticipates a high 
demand for enrolment in the soft- 
ware engineering program. “There’s 
no question that we'll need facilities 
and will have to hire teachers,” he 
said. 

There’s also no doubt that the 
program’s graduates will be highly 
coveted by the high-tech job market. 

“Cats and dogs are everywhere,” 
Esmail said. “But that’s the strength 
of Concordia. I don’t think cats 
alone or dogs alone can give the 
same program as cats and dogs 
together.” 


Inter-university conference of graduate students 
Shifting Perspectives: Interdisciplinary Studies in Religion and Culture 


Monday, April 27 
Concordia University Faculty and Staff Lounge 
7th floor, Henry F. Hall Building 
1455 de Maisonneuve Blvd. W. 


Day-long sessions from 9:30 a.m., followed by a reception 
in the Department of Religion, 2060 Mackay St. 
For more information: D. Butler, 426-2815, diedre@inforoute.net, 
or J.M. Rabbat, 848-2065, jm_rabb@alcor.concordia.ca. 





COMPILED BY BARBARA BLACK 


This column welcomes the submissions of all Concordia faculty and 


staff to promote and encourage individual and group activities in 


teaching and research, and to encourage work-related achievements. 


Hormoz Poorooshasb (School for Building) has been invited to 
give the keynote address at the International Symposium on Low- 
land Technology, to be held at the Institute of Lowland Technology, 
Saga University, in Japan, in November. He will also speak on 
“Foundation of light structures on problematic soils” at an interna- 
tional symposium in Sendai, Japan, in October, sponsored by the 
Japanese Geotechnical Society. 


The EMB Laboratory of the Electrical and Computer Engineering 
Department was well represented at the 14th annual Review of 
Progress in Applied Computational Electromagnetics, sponsored by 
the Applied Computational Electromagnetics Society (ACES) at the 
Naval Post-Graduate School in Monterey, California, in March. Christo- 
pher W. Trueman, Associate Chair of the department, gave two 
papers, and Professor Emeritus Stanley Kubina chaired a session. 


Carol Davison’s book Bram Stoker's Dracula: Sucking Through the 
Century, 1897-1997, which attracted widespread attention when it 
was published last year, has won the Lord Ruthven Assembly 
Award for the best non-fiction published in 1997 in the field of Drac- 
ula or vampire studies. It is given by the International Association 
for the Fantastic in the Arts. Davison teaches Victorian literature in 
the English Department. 


A.J.V. Chandrakanthan (Theology) has had an essay published in a 
collection called Negotiating Peace in Sri Lanka: Efforts, Failures 
and Lessons by International Alert (London, U.K.). In early March, 
the University of Toronto's Varsity published an article on the Sri 
Lankan conflict by him, based on a lecture he gave at the University 
of London. 


Judith Patterson (Geology) presented a lecture, “Transportation 
and Atmospheric Pollution,” to the Department of Earth Sciences 
at the University of Western Ontario, on February 23. 


Desirée Park (Philosophy) has been invited to give a paper, “Per- 
sons and Personal Identity: Irreducible Persons and the Affirmation 
of Identity,” at the 7th European Conference on Science and Theol- 
ogy, to be held this month in Durham, England. She will also 
moderate the ethics section at the conference. 


A paper by Latha Shanker (Finance), “Tax Effects and the Leasing 
Decision of Canadian Corporations,” published in the Canadian 
Journal of Administrative Sciences in June 1997, has been nominat- 
ed for Best Paper Award by the journal's finance area editor. 


Ira Robinson (Religion) served as a member of the team of the 
Middle States Association of Colleges and Schools of the United 
States Commission on Higher Education in its review of the accred- 
itation of Touro College in New York City. 


Raymonde April (Photography) has won the George Wittenborn 
Memorial Book Award for Les fleuves invisibles (published by 
Nicole Gingras, Joliette). The award, from the Art Libraries Society 
of North America (ARLIS), was presented in Philadelphia in March. 


S.K. Goyal (Decision Sciences/MIS) and two colleagues have had 
an article, “A Conceptual Framework for the Implementation of 
Zero Inventory and Just-in-Time Manufacturing Concepts,” pub- 
lished in Human Factors and Ergonomics in Manufacturing. 


Karin Doerr (CMLL) chaired two sessions and presented a paper, 
“An Emerging Stereotype in Franz Kafka’s Story, The Neighbour,” 
at the International Conference, Breaking Barriers: Literature and 
Emerging Issues, held at the University of Maryland Eastern Shore 
in October. 


Women and Work Symposium 


Thursday, May 7, 1 to 5 p.m. 
Alumni Auditorium, Henry F. Hall Building 


Justice Pierrette Sévigny, Superior Court of Quebec 
Dr. Janyne Hodder, Bishop’s University 
Jennifer Patton, Kadora Investments 
Constance Middleton-Hope, Alliance-Quebec 


This is a free, public event, followed by a reception, 
but phone-in registration is requested. Please call the Faculty of 
Commerce and Administration, 848-2707. 





A thirst to learn brings convicts and students together 


Building bridges to the world 


inside 


BY LINDA MENARD 


tudent volunteers in a program 

called Building Bridges discover 
a world of frustration and hope 
behind the gates of a federal prison. 

Building Bridges is an encounter 
group at the Federal Training Cen- 
tre in Laval that has students visiting 
prison inmates so that a link to the 
outside world may be established. 
The common bond is the vision of 
education leading to a better future. 

John has served more than a 
decade of his sentence, 18 years to 
life for second degree murder. “I fin- 
ished my high school two years ago,” 
he said. “Now I’m taking computer 
programming, college level. I don’t 
know if I’m going to make it, but I 
think so. I’ve joined a lot of groups, 
working on my self-esteem, learning 
how to communicate, learning about 
relationships.” 

What made John drop out of 
school? “My father had a drinking 
problem. My parents were getting 
divorced. I’ve got five brothers and 
five sisters, that’s 11 kids in all, 
growing up in Pointe St. Charles.” 
He didn’t know how to communi- 
cate his worries to the right people. 
“I kept a lot of things bottled up.” 

What has changed for John? “One 
of the things that turned me around 
is that my dad just passed away 
recently. He showed me how much 
he cared. And the other thing is the 
length of my sentence. Those two 
things really shook me up. I want to 
better myself, because I really want 
to get out.” 

After prison, the world outside 
can be a frightening place. “I’m pret- 
ty paranoid,” John said. “T only know 


this world. Even when I was out 
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there, I was on drugs for many, 
many years, so I still didn’t know 
how the world was functioning.” 
What else is scary? “Starting from 
zero, and being labelled [a murder- 
er], keeping clean from the drugs, 
and worrying if I'll have proper sup- 
port when I get out.” 

Being known as a murderer, a 
rapist or a thief challenges the con- 
victs to overcome the labels placed 
on them. They are also husbands, 
parents, individuals with different 
histories, interests and aspirations 
who want to be judged by more than 
the one evil deed they committed. So 
the students do not ask about their 
crime, although some inmates do 
volunteer the information once trust 
has been established. 

Concordia Chaplain Peter Cété 
and Reverend Matti Terho have 
been supervising the encounter pro- 
gram since 1986. Right now, their 
prison contact is chaplain David 
Schantz. The program has travelled 
from Bordeaux Jail to Archambault 
Penitentiary and now to the Federal 
Training Centre. 





Students who volunteer to partici- 
pate in Building Bridges undergo a 
screening process. Either Cété or 
Terho interview them individually at 
the beginning of the term. Prison 
officials also review applicants for 
criminal records. 

Some simple rules apply. Students 
must not bring anything not cleared 
by prison authorities, nor spend 
more time with one inmate than 
another to avoid inappropriate 
involvement. 

The program has ended for this 
academic year, and is in question for 
next fall, because Terho is retiring 
and Schantz is being transferred to 
Archambault. The participants hope 
it will continue. The student visit 
program may be the only contact 
some inmates have with the outside 
world. For many of those inside the 
penitentiary, these encounters give 
them the only opportunity to express 
themselves freely. 

For the students, the meetings pro- 
vide first-hand information about the 
penal system. Cété said, “Some peo- 
ple are changed by the experience.” 


to show off the various ways modern printma 
hnique to visitor Stephanie Morissette. 
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by fax: 848-2814 or by e-mail: ctr@alcor.concordia.ca. 





APRIL 23 « MAY 7 








Alumni 


Sports Hall of Fame induction 
ceremony banquet 

Inductees to the 1998 Sports Hall of 
Fame include athletes Joann Bourque, 
BA ‘83, Laurent J. Tittley, BA ‘78, 
Glenn Tomalty, BComm ‘77, Bernie 
Wolfe, S BComm ‘74; builders Edmund 
Enos, Jr, Magnus Flynn, S BComm ‘49, 
Victor Zilberman, Dip ‘85; and the 
1962 Loyola football team. Thursday, 
April 23, 6 p.m. cocktails; 7 p.m. din- 
ner. La Brasserie Molson-0’Keefe, 
John Molson Room, 1670 Notre Dame 
E. $60 per person. RSVP: 848-3815. 


Voice, The Essential 
Communication Skill 

Develop your personal public speaking 
goals through a personal speaking 
evaluation, relaxation exercises, voice 
projection techniques, and by learning 
the importance of positive body lan- 
guage and appropriate dress. April 29, 
7 to 9:30 p.m. 1455 de Maisonneuve 
W., H-767. $16. RSVP: 848-3817. 


Power Dining: The Art of Table 
Etiquette 

During this five-hour workshop con- 
ducted over a meal in a private area of 
a restaurant in Old Montreal, partici- 
pants will learn about making reserva- 
tions, seating assignments, the right 
use of utensils, how to serve and eat, 
the art of table conversation, making 
toasts, handling the check and tips, 
and more. Taught with great gusto 
and humour. Only nine participants. 
May 7, 5:30 to 10:30 p.m. $288 per 
person. RSVP: 848-3817. 





Art 


Until May 2 

Judith Schwartz, Dissembling 
Structures, selections from the perma- 
nent collection. Leonard and Bina 
Ellen Art Gallery, 1400 de 
Maisonneuve W. Monday-Friday, 11 
a.m. -7 p.m., Saturday, 1 - 5 p.m. Free. 
Info: 848-4750. 





CPR/First Aid 
Courses 


Environmental Health and Safety 
offers the following courses, which 
are open to everyone. For information 
and prices, call Training Coordinator 
Donna Fasciano at 848-4355. 


April 23 
Heartsaver CPR 


April 25 and 26 
CSST First Aid (English) 


April 28 
Heartsaver CPR 


April 29 and 30 
CSST First Aid (French) 


May 2 
Heartsaver Plus 


May 3 
Baby Heartsaver 


May 7 and8 
CSST First Aid (English) 





Campus Ministry 


Mother Hubbard's Cupboard 

Healthy and hearty vegetarian suppers 
each Monday night at 2090 Mackay, 
5 - 7 p.m. Suggested donation: $1. 
Open to Concordia students and their 
families or roommates. Volunteers 
also needed. Info: Daryl Lynn Ross at 
848-3585. 


Mindfulness Meditation 

Relaxing, centering and concentrating. 
Beginners always welcome. 
Wednesdays, 12 - 1 p.m. Z-105, 2090 
Mackay, and Thursdays at noon, 
Belmore House (LOY). Info: Daryl Lynn 
Ross at 848-3585. 


Multi-Faith Dialogue 

A brown bag lunch meeting designed 
to answer questions, share experi- 
ences and foster dialogue between 
the many faiths on campus and in our 
city. Thursdays at noon in the T Annex 
(2030 Mackay). Info: Matti Terho at 
848-3590. 


Body, Prayer and Guided 
Meditation with God's Word 
Nurture your creative self in a holistic 
way, experience the sacred through 
body movement, meditation with 
God‘s Word, music, art and more. 
Noon - 1 p.m., Z-105, 2090 Mackay. 
Info: Michelina Bertone at 848-3591. 


Bible study group 

Study, discuss, share and enjoy. An 
opportunity to delve into the wonder, 
mystery and beauty of the Word of 
God. Call David Eley, S.J., 848-3587. 





Community Events 


Shalom Line 
This confidential, anonymous listening 
service is in urgent need of volunteers. 


Training starts in May. Info: Suzanne 
Herscovitch, 735-3541, ext. 3380. 


Discovery Workshops 

Family-oriented workshops for chil- 
dren and their parents are held every 
Sunday at the Redpath Museum. 
Registration ($5) starts the Thursday 
before at 398-4086, ext. 4092. Limit: 
20 places per workshop. 





Concert Hall 


7141 Sherbrooke W. Free. Note that 
the Concert Hall will soon be welcom- 
ing its 100,000th visitor, who will get 
a weekend get-away package for two 
to Toronto, courtesy of VIA Rail and 
Chateau Champlain. Info: 848-7928. 


Friday, April 24 
Billy Boufard, saxophone, 8 p.m. 


Sunday, April 26 
Madeleine Messier, violin, 3 p.m. 


Sunday, April 26 
Xu Zhi, violin, 8 p.m. 


Monday, April 27 
| Medici, 8 p.m. 


Tuesday, April 28 
Thomasine Léonard, violin, 3 p.m. 


Tuesday, April 28 
Marie-Claude Matton, violin, 8 p.m. 


Wednesday, April 29 
Karoline LeBlanc, harpsichord, 8 p.m. 


Thursday, April 30 

Rossini’s Cinderella opera, with the 
members of I’Atelier lyrique de |’Opéra 
de Montréal, 8 p.m. Free ticket 
required. Call 872-2157 or the Concert 
Hall Box office. 





Legal Information 


Concordia’s Legal Information 
Services offers free and confidential 
legal information and assistance to 
the Concordia community. By appoint- 
ment only. Call 848-4960. 





Meetings 


W.0.W.! 

Join Women of Words, an intimate 
feminist writers’ group. Reading/shar- 
ing is optional; no criticism unless 
requested. Open meeting: Sunday, 
May 3, 1:30 - 4:30 p.m. at the 
Concordia Women’s Centre. Info: Avis 
at 931-6771, or Martha at 637-8768. 


Weekly jazz jam sessions 
Every Wednesday, for the jazz commu- 
nity, hosted by Adrian Vedady, Tony 
Spina and Steve Raegele. Equipment 
is on site. At Reggie's, 1455 de 
Maisonneuve W., 8:30 p.m. 





Office of Rights 
and Responsibilities 


The Office of Rights and 
Responsibilities is available to all 
members of the University community 
for confidential consultations regard- 
ing any type of unacceptable behav- 
iour, including discrimination and per- 
sonal/sexual harassment, threatening 
and violent conduct, theft, destruction 
of property. Call 848-4857, or drop by 
2150 Bishop, room 110. 





Ombuds Office 


The Ombuds Office is available to all 
members of the University for informa- 
tion, confidential advice and assis- 
tance with university-related prob- 
lems. Call 848-4964, or drop by 2100 
Mackay, room 100. 





Special Events and 
Notices 


Graduate student inter-university 
conference 

Shifting Perspectives: Interdisciplinary 
Studies in Religion and Culture, will 
take place Monday, April 27 at the 
Faculty Club, 7th floor, Hall Building. 
Free. Day-long sessions begin at 9:30 
a.m. Info: D. Butler at 426-2815, or 
J.M. Rabbat at 848-2065. 


Women and Work Symposium 
Dealing with Change and Changing 
the Deal is the theme. Free. Thursday, 
May 7, 1 - 5 p.m., H-110, 1455 de 
Maisonneuve W. Info: Brian Hawker 
at 848-2707. 


Red Alert! 

Bloodsisters is looking for women 
interested in the production and distri- 
bution of the second edition of their 
zine, Red Alert. Info: 848-7585. 


Bursaries available 

For permanent, non-citizen residents 
in Canada who will study in Quebec in 
French at the graduate level, nine bur- 
saries of $1,000 at the Bachelor's 
level, and 2 bursaries of $3,000 at the 
Master's level are available. 
Application deadline is May 1, and 
forms can be picked up at the 
Financial Aid and Awards Office (LB- 
085), or at la Fondation Desjardins 
(281-7171). 


Scholarship available 

The Canadian Sanitation Supply 
Association Scholarship Foundation 
Award, worth $1,500, is open to stu- 
dents attending college or university 
who meets certain academic and lead- 
ership requirements. Pick up an appli- 
cation form at the Financial Aid and 
Awards Office (LB-085), or e-mail 
cssa@the-wire.com 


Scholarship available 

The deadline for the Solar Energy 
Society of Canada’s J. Bolton 
Scholarship is June 1. Candidates 
must have completed undergraduate 
studies at a Canadian university or 
college and have been admitted for 
graduate study at an engineering fac- 
ulty in Canada. Info: (613) 234-4151, 
sesci@sympatico.ca 


Sparklers Club 

Do you like meeting new people, stu- 
dents, teachers, artists, writers, poets, 
sports personalities, etc. The 
Sparklers, a senior student club, need 
your help in presenting social and 
intellectual activities. Call 848-7422 or 


slip a note under H-462-3 in the Hall 
Building. 


Listening and referral centre for 
students 

Peer Helpers are students who are 
trained in active listening skills and 
referrals. Drop by to talk or get infor- 
mation at 2090 Mackay, room 02, or 
call us at 848-2859. 





Unclassified 


Ride needed 

Will share gas and driving to 
San Diego/L.A. area, early July. Call 
488-2278 by May 27 or e-mail 
If_ratel@alcor.concordia.ca by June 22. 


To share 

Female roommate wanted to share 5 
1/2. $320 a month, heat included. Two 
cats. Near Beaudry metro. Available 
May 1. Call 523-1864. 


Sabbatical rental 

Fully furnished four-bedroom house 
near universities. $1150/month + utili- 
ties. Available July 1. Contact A. 
Athienitis at 848-8791 or email 
athiena@alcor.concordia.ca 


For rent 
Upper duplex, 4 1/2, NDG. No appli- 
ances, unheated. $500/mth. 


Washer/dryer outlets. Immediate 
occupancy. No cats allowed. Dogs 
accepted. Call 781-5773. 


Room for rent 

Large, bright, furnished room in NDG 
duplex near Loyola. Washer/dryer, 
heated, balconies. For May 1. 
Responsible non-smoker. Call 485- 
1578 after 5 p.m. 


Apartment to rent 

London, U.K. close to downtown, 
many buses and the Underground. 
Furnished one-bedroom. Living room, 
new kitchen, garden. Call Graham 
Metson at 935-7004, (613) 744-7416. 


Summer sublet 

Bright, quiet, completely furnished 3 
1/2 in NDG from May to September. 
Please call Cathy at 487-3881. 


For sale 

Double bed with frame, excellent con- 
dition, $100 or best offer. Call 488- 
2278 by May 25. 


Printer for sale 

Hewlett Packard DeskJet 340 portable 
printer, only 2.5 inches thick, fits any- 
where, nearly new. HP quality. Power 
supply, paper feeder and extra car- 
tridge, $300. Call 483-5416. 


Tutoring and research help 

Do you need tutoring in your courses? 
A Concordia alumnus, MA Economics, 
can prepare you for exams, research, 
and writing assignments. Geepu at 
287-2685, aclad@colba.net 


At a loss-for words? 

Let me help you. Proofreading & 
Editing, Copywriting, French to English 
Translation. David Mitchell - 
Wordsmith: 484-6071, dmitchell@vir- 
com.com 


English angst? 
Proofreading/correcting for university 
papers, résumés, etc. Also tutor for 
English, written and/or conversation. 
Good rates. Lawrence: 279-4710. 


U.S. work permits 

We can help Canadian citizens 
increase their chances of receiving 
U.S. work permits. Also, U.S. immigra- 
tion and related business matters. B. 
Toben Associates (U.S. lawyers) 288- 
3896. 





Workshops 


EAP lunchtime seminar 

Setting and Achieving your Goals: Set 
goals, develop effective plans to 
achieve your goals, and evaluate your 
progress. Tuesday, May 5, noon - 1:15 
p.m., H-762, 1455 de Maisonneuve W. 
Free. Register by calling Carmelita 
Swann at 848-3668. 


Vocal improv workshops 

Taught by Rhiannon, who's recorded 
and toured with Bobby McFerrin and 
opened for Maya Angelou, for both 
experienced and beginning singers. 
Students: $25, others: $45. Tuesday, 
May 19, 6:30 - 9:30 p.m. Info: 848- 
2273. Register by May 12. 


Free computer workshops 
Computing Services will be offering 
its next series of computer workshops 
for faculty and staff. To register, call 
848-7688, send e-mail to 
workshop@alcor.concordia.ca, or visit 
http://compserv.concordia.ca/Computi 
ng_Services/ ; 


Mel Hoppenheim | 
School of Cinema 


25th annual 
year-end screening of 
Concordia student films _ 


May 6: 8 and 10 p.m. 


May 7: 7 and 9 p.m. 


May 8: 7 and 9 p.m., 
awards ceremony at 6 p.m. 


Rialto Theatre 
5723 Park Ave. 





